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ordinary ascending currents of air such as commonly exist on 
summer days. It will be noticed that in both cases the objects 
started from a considerable elevation above sea level, where 
the currents had decided vertical velocity. It is probable that 
near the ground over a level country the air can have no great 
vertical motion, except in whirlwinds, so that phenomena of 
this kind are not observed. The kites flown at  Blue Hill fre- 
quently give evidence of strong vertical uplift when they are 
at  a considerable distance above the ground. On May 1,1900, 
a kite weighing eleven pounds, carrying a meteorograph weigh- 
ing three pounds, and 1000 feet of wire weighing about five 
pounds, was lifted to an angle of 90° above the horizon as 
measured by a theodolite, and remained in the vicinity of the 
zenith for nearly two minutes. 
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